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Towards a chatbot for the Wittgenstein Nachlass

1) Work done at WAB since last time
2) Two Wittgenstein chatbots
3) Can AI be used for the transcription of the Wittgenstein 

Nachlass?
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1) Work done at WAB since last time
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Proofreading, correcting and improving the transcriptions

D. Bielefeld, H.W. Krüger, A. Pichler …
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Correcting and improving transcription of 
notation and graphics

See M. Lavazza’s https://nachlass-
graphics.wittgensteinproject.org/w/index.php
/Main_Page
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Adding text genetic-philosophical and archival 
descriptions
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Adding functionalities to the IDP site
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Demo
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Adding metadata and functionalities on the 
SFB site
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Demo
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Updating and extending Wittgenstein Source

• Facsimile of the 
Wittgensteiniana in the Rose 
Rand Nachlass, the Schlick 
Nachlass …

• Continuous maintenance and 
corrections

• Wittgenstein Source is curated 
by Alois Pichler (2009–) and 
Joseph Wang-Kathrein (2020–)
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Continuing work with semantic
technologies and … 

Working now also with AI!
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Can AI be used for philosophical research?
• I will present two Wittgenstein specialized chatbots and show 

their usefulness for research and teaching about Wittgenstein.

Can AI be used for transcription?
• If time, I will also discuss a possible challenge to AI that arises 

from the transcription of Wittgenstein’s manuscripts.
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2) Two Wittgenstein (ChatGPT) 
chatbots

Tractarian Wittgenstein, by J. Gomulka

Open AI LLM, customed for the Tractatus

Wittgensteinian Oracle, by F. Mosca

Open AI LLM, customized for 5000 Nachlass pages

• Instruction to ChatGPT: “The knowledge 
file uploaded contains the content of 
Ludwig Wittgenstein's Tractatus Logico-
Philosophicus [in German and 
structured into units according to the 
Tractatus numbering]. Answer to all the 
questions as if the file was the primary 
source of knowledge for you.”

• Instruction to ChatGPT: “Please use the contents of the 
knowledge file I provide as your primary source for your 
answers to prompts. This knowledge file (JSON file) has 
as its keys: …”

➢ One knowledge base per Nachlass item, structured into 
units according to WAB’s Nachlass reference system
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http://chat.openai.com/g/g-4JbWQnjRi-tractarian-wittgenstein
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jakub-Gomulka
http://filippomosca.github.io/wittgensteinian-oracle/
http://www.uib.no/personer/Filippo.Mosca


F. Mosca and J. Gomułka

• Jakub Gomułka: Associate Professor at the Faculty of Humanities, 
AGH University of Science and Technology, Krakow

• Filippo Mosca: Dottorato in Filosofia, Università di Roma Tor 
Vergata, Roma

• See F. Mosca and J. Gomułka: “What Wittgensteinian GPTs Can’t 
Do” In: Contributions of the Austrian Ludwig Wittgenstein Society
2024: https://symposium.alws.at/#/article/f90fe21e-0bdf-4956-
b5b8-b803374f4ffe
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What these chatbots can help you with

• Help you search and research Wittgenstein in your preferred 
language
• Cf. “When will the Nachlass be translated into English?”

• Help with semantic search (rather than text search only)
• Help with stylistic comparisons and text genre analysis
• Help identify semantic, stylistic … patterns
• Help identify similar texts 
• Help with extracting terms + theses + arguments … and group 

them according to different parameters, including semantic 
relations and semantic fields
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WAB’s larger plan

• Create a Wittgenstein Nachlass chatbot tailored to the 
entire Wittgenstein Nachlass (ca 20 000 pages) as its 
knowledge base.

• Create a Wittgenstein chatbot tailored to the entire 
corpus of Wittgenstein primary sources and research 
literature as its knowledge base.

* WAB = Wittgenstein Archives at the University of Bergen
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What can we learn from using F. Mosca’s Wittgensteinian 
Oracle chatbot?
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The Big Typescript (Ts-213; 700-800 pages, German, partly 
heavily annotated and corrected by Wittgenstein)

http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/Ts-213,18v_f and http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/Ts-213,18v_f

A. Pichler, The Wittgenstein Corpus 2.0, Vienna 12.12.2024 18

http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/Ts-213,18v_f


Extract terms (from several hundred pages!)
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Have the chatbot build Wittgensteinian statements with the terms as 
their center
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Have students discuss and evaluate the 
statements and the arguments
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Etc. … “amorph”
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The Brown Book (Ts-310)
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What can we learn from using J. Gomulka’s Tractatus
chatbot?

https://chatgpt.com/g/g-4JbWQnjRi-tractarian-wittgenstein
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https://chatgpt.com/g/g-4JbWQnjRi-tractarian-wittgenstein
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“Welt” and “Wirklichkeit”
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3) A possible challenge to AI

Transcribing / encoding complexly multi-
layered manuscript text alternatives: 

4 examples
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(1)
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<choice type="em"><orig type="em1"><del type="d"><add rend="i">in</add>
</del> irreführend<del type="d">er Weise</del><lb/></orig>

<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">irreführend</orig>
<orig type="alt2">in irreführender Weise</orig> <orig
type="alt3">irreführend</orig></choice></orig></choice>
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(2)
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• Denke  nun  an  die  verschiedene  Rolle,  die  die  Unwahrheit in Sprachspielen spielen kann
• Denke  nun  an  verschiedene  Rollen,  die  die  Unwahrheit in Sprachspielen spielen kann
• Denke  nun  an  die  Rollen,  die  die  Unwahrheit  in  Sprachspielen spielen kann
• Denke  nun  an  die  Rolle,  die  die  Unwahrheit  in  Sprachspielen spielen kann
• Denke  nun  an  die  verschiedene  Rolle  unwahrer  Sätze  in Sprachspielen
• Denke  nun  an  verschiedene  Rollen  unwahrer  Sätze  in  Sprachspielen
• Denke  nun  an  die  Rolle  unwahrer  Sätze  in  Sprachspielen
• Denke nun an Rollen unwahrer Sätze in Sprachspielen
• Denke  nun  an  die  Rollen  unwahrer  Sätze  in  Sprachspielen
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(3) Bound alternatives: Semantic and syntactic 
dependencies …
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(4) Semantic dependencies and word pairs: 
Pick the right word

• Frege distinguishes between reference and sense. … 
Propositions can according to the Tractatus only have sense, 
not reference.

• Frege distinguishes between reference and sense. … 
Propositions can according to the Tractatus only have meaning, 
not reference.

• Frege distinguishes between Bedeutung and sense. … 
Propositions can according to the Tractatus only have sense, 
not Bedeutung.

• Frege distinguishes between meaning and sense. … 
Propositions can according to the Tractatus only have meaning, 
not reference.

• Frege distinguishes between Bedeutung and meaning. 
• Frege distinguishes between reference and meaning.
• Frege distinguishes between meaning and meaning.
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The Wittgenstein Nachlass facsimile screenshots come from BNE 
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