
Preface

This is the first of two volumes of the proceedings from the 30th Interna-
tional Wittgenstein Symposium in Kirchberg, August 2007. It contains
selected contributions from sections 1–3 of the symposium:

• Wittgenstein
• Wittgenstein und die digitale Wende – Wittgenstein and the digital turn
• Informationswissenschaft, Texttheorie und Hermeneutik im digitalen 

Kontext – Information science, text theory and hermeneutics in the 
digital context.

The second volume contains selected contributions from sections 4–6 and
the symposium workshop:

• Medienphilosophie – Philosophy of media
• Philosophie des Internets / Philosophy of the Internet
• Ethik und politische Ökonomie der Informationsgesellschaft –

Ethics and political economy of the information society

• Workshop: Elektronische Philosophie-Ressourcen und Open Source/
Open Access – Electronic philosophy resources and Open Source/Open 
Access

The digital turn was the focus of this Wittgenstein symposium. For this rea-
son alone, it was only natural to relate Wittgenstein research to a digital
context, but even more so since Wittgenstein research and editing seem to
have embarked upon digitality earlier than philosophical scholarship sur-
rounding other philosophers.

A hot topic in current digital philosophy and digital applications is compu-
tational ontologies. The symposium has demonstrated the great value and
provided positive examples of such ontologies, as well as voiced both criti-
cism and caution. The present volume reflects this double aspect.
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The philosophy of information has – since its beginnings in the last century
– remained an attractive and growing field of research. This volume also
contains new contributions in this field, ranging from more (mathematical)
information theoretical to humanities and hermeneutical approaches.

We thank our contributors for a most enjoyable and fruitful cooperation and
the Austrian Ludwig Wittgenstein Society for the opportunity to organize
the anniversary 30th symposium under a theme which is timely as well as
attractive to a public extending beyond a strictly philosophical community.

The Wittgenstein Nachlass facsimiles that appear on pages 128 and 132
stem from the Bergen Electronic Edition (Oxford University Press 2000) of
the Wittgenstein Nachlass item MS 104 (“Prototractatus”, The Bodleian
Library, item MS. Germ. d. 7). They are reproduced by permission of the
Master and Fellows of Trinity College Cambridge, Oxford University
Press, the Wittgenstein Archives at the University of Bergen and The
Bodleian Library, University of Oxford, which we gratefully acknowledge. 

The Wittgenstein Nachlass facsimile that appears on page 62 stems from
the Bergen Electronic Edition (Oxford University Press 2000) of the Witt-
genstein Nachlass item MS 144 (Trinity College Library). It is  reproduced
by permission of the Master and Fellows of Trinity College Cambridge,
Oxford University Press and the Wittgenstein Archives at the University of
Bergen, which we gratefully acknowledge. 

We would like to thank Deirdre C.P. Smith (AKSIS, Bergen) for help with
proofreading and Anne Lindebjerg (AKSIS, Bergen) for help with the lay-
out.

Alois Pichler and Herbert Hrachovec
Bergen and Vienna, May 2008




