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Program

1) Two basic distinctions: 
• Writing acts that are text-constitutive vs. Writing acts that are not
• Documents vs. Texts

2) Encoding simple cases of Wittgenstein text alternatives
3) Encoding cases of Wittgenstein text alternatives that require to 

separate encoding of document and text levels
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Writing acts that are text-constitutive vs. 
writing acts that are not
• Deletion of “R” and insertion of “T” in “CARS” produces a new 

text, namely  “I HATE CATS”

➢ “I HATE CATS” is text alternative to  “I HATE CARS”

• Deletion of “R” and insertion of “T” in “HARE” does not produce a 
new text but is an orthographic correction of “HARE” to “HATE”

➢ “I HARE CARS” is not text alternative to  “I HATE CARS”

➢ “I HARE CATS” is not text alternative to  “I HATE CATS”

• The same document → Different texts
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Different documents → The same text
Document level Text level

cats

I love cars.

vs.

I love cats.

I love cars.

cats.

I love cars.

t

I love cars.

I love cars cats.

I love cars //cats//.

I love 
ca[r|t]s.

I love
carts.
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Some examples of text alternatives from 
Wittgenstein’s Nachlass, and WAB’s encoding 

of them
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Examples of cases where the
encoding of the document level

and the encoding of the text level
go straightforwardly together
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Ms-106,95[5]et97[1] «bedeuten» is replaced by «sagen» (Sofortkorrektur)

<choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1"><del type="d">bedeuten</del></orig> 
<orig type="alt2">sagen</orig></choice>
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Ms-114,104v[2] «ihm» is replaced by «dem Befehl» (Sofortkorrektur)

<choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1"><del type="d">ihm</del>
<lb/></orig> <orig type="alt2">dem Befehl</orig></choice>
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Ms-109,1[3] text alternative is decided in 
favour of colon rather than comma

<choice type="dsf"><orig type="alt1">:</orig> 
<orig type="alt2"><del type="d"><add
rend="el">,</add></del></orig></choice>
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Ms-114,103r[2]et103v[1] «der» is replaced by «jener»

<choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1"><del type="d">der</del></orig>
<orig type="alt2"><add rend="i">jener</add></orig></choice> 
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Ms-105,43[1]et45[1] «Vierecks» is replaced by «Quadrats»

<choice type="os"><orig type="os1">Vierecks</orig> 
<orig type="os2">Quadrats</orig></choice> 
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Cases that require to separate 
encoding of text level and 

encoding of document level
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Diplomatic representation (→ document level) vs. 
Normalized / linear representation (→ text level)

Document level Text level

cats

I love cars.

vs.

I love cats.

I love cars.

cats.

I love cars.

t

I love cars.

I love cars cats.

I love cars //cats//.

I love 
ca[r|t]s.

I love
carts.
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MECS-WIT, A Registration Standard for the Wittgenstein 
Archives at the University of Bergen:

em    [em/2\ … | … ] 

This code should be applied in cases where parts of text have to be repeated or extended, normally as 
elements in substitutions, in order to comply to the rules stated in the Encoding Guidelines on 
emendation of cotextually bound text elements, and on encoding below word-level. The first element 
should contain an ad verbatim transcription, the second element should contain the readings in a 
simplified form.  

May NOT be used recursively

Not to be used in emendations

First element excluded from alpha text

First element excluded from beta text 
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Diplomatic representation (→ document level) vs. 
Normalized / linear representation (→ text level)

Document Encoding: I love … Text
… <choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1"><del type="d">cars</del></orig> <orig type="alt2"><add rend=“i">cats</add></orig></choice>.

… <choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1"><del type="d">cars.</del></orig> <orig type="alt2"><add rend=“i">cats.</add></orig></choice>

I love cars || cats.

… <choice type="em"><orig type="em1">ca<del type="d">r</del> <add rend=“i">t</add>s</orig>
<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">cars</orig> <orig type="alt2">cats</orig></choice></orig></choice>.

… <choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1"><del type="d">cars</del></orig> <orig type="alt2">cats</orig></choice>.

… <choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1"><del type="d">cars</del></orig> <orig type="alt2">//cats//</orig></choice>.

… <choice type="em"><orig type="em1">ca<choice type="o_h"><orig type="o1">r</orig><orig type="o2"> t</orig></choice>s</orig>
<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">cars</orig> <orig type="alt2">cats</orig></choice></orig></choice>.

… <choice type="em"><orig type="em1">ca<del type="d">r</del>ts</orig>
<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">cars</orig> <orig type="alt2">cats</orig></choice></orig></choice>.
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Huitfeldt 2006:
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Ms-106,90[4]et92[1] «Allgemeinheitsbezeichnung» is replaced by «Allgemeinheit»

(1) <choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">Allgemeinheitsbezeichnung</orig> 
<orig type="alt2">Allgemeinheit</orig></choice>

Does not permit to reproduce the document (diplomatic = document transcription!)

(2) Allgemeinheit<del type="d">sbezeichnung</del>
Does not permit to extract the text alternatives (linear / normalized = text transcription!)
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Ms-106,90[4]et92[1] «Allgemeinheitsbezeichnung» is replaced by «Allgemeinheit»

<choice type="em"><orig type="em1">Allgemeinheit<del
type="d">sbezeichnung</del></orig> 

<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig
type="alt1">Allgemeinheitsbezeichnung</orig> <orig
type="alt2">Allgemeinheit</orig></choice></orig></choice>

Alois Pichler, Bergen 11.6.2024 19



Ms-106,130[5]et132[1] «selben» is replaced by «gleichen» / «denselben» is replaced by «den gleichen»

• den <choice type="os"><orig type="os1">selben</orig>
<orig type="os2">gleichen</orig></choice>

• <choice type="em"><orig type="em1">den<choice type="o"><orig
type="os1">selben</orig><orig type="o2">gleichen</orig></choice></orig>

<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">denselben</orig> <orig
type="alt2">den gleichen</orig></choice></orig></choice>
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Ms-114,98v[2] «irreführend» is (considered) replaced by «in irreführender Weise» which is replaced by «irreführend»

<choice type="em"><orig type="em1"><del type="d"><add rend="i">in</add>
</del> irreführend<del type="d">er Weise</del><lb/></orig>

<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">irreführend</orig>
<orig type="alt2">in irreführender Weise</orig> <orig
type="alt3">irreführend</orig></choice></orig></choice>
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Ms-122,25r[3]et25v[1] «Satz» is replaced by «Erfahrungssatz»

<choice type="em"><orig type="em1"><add rend="im">Erfahrungs<add
rend="im">Erfahrungs</add><choice type="o"><orig type="o1">S</orig><orig
type="o2">s</orig></choice>atz</orig>
<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">Satz</orig> <orig
type="alt2">Erfahrungssatz</orig></choice></orig></choice>
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Ms-115,155[2] «allgemein» is replaced by «ein allgemeiner»

<choice type="em"><orig type="em1"><add rend="im">ein</add>
‘allgemein<add rend="el">er</add>’</orig> 

<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1"> ‘allgemein’</orig>
<orig type="alt2">ein ‘allgemeiner’</orig></choice></orig></choice>
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Ms-128,27[2] «Das überzeugt» is (considered) replaced by «Du überzeugst»

<choice type="em"><orig type="em1">Das <add rend="i">Du</add>
überzeugt<add rend="i">gst</add></orig> 

<orig type="em2"><choice type="s"><orig type="alt1"><c type="c">D</c>as 
überzeugt</orig> <orig type="alt2">Du 
überzeugst</orig></choice></orig></choice>
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Ms-128,31[5]et32[1] «will, daß …, dies geschieht» is replaced by «dies will, es geschieht»

<choice type="em"><orig type="em1"><add rend="im">dies</add> will, <del
type="d">daß …, dies</del> <add rend="i">es</add></orig>
  
<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">will, daß …, <choice
type="s"><orig type="alt1">dies</orig> 
<orig type="alt2"><add rend="i">es</add></orig></choice></orig>
<orig type="alt2"><add rend="im">dies</add> will, <add

rend="i">es</add></orig></choice></orig></choice> geschieht
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Ms-128,27[2] «diese Absicht nicht» is replaced by «nicht diese Absicht» etc. 

<choice type="em"><orig type="em1"><add rend="im">nicht</add> diese Absicht <del
type="d">nicht</del></orig>

<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">diese Absicht nicht</orig> <orig type="alt2"><add
rend="im">nicht</add> diese Absicht</orig></choice></orig></choice>

…
<choice type="em"><orig type="em1">geheim<del type="d">st</del>en</orig>

<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">geheimsten</orig> 
<orig type="alt2">geheimen</orig></choice></orig></choice>
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Ms-128,27[2] «diese Absicht nicht» is replaced by «nicht diese Absicht» etc.
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Ms-115,88[3]et89[1] «verschiedene Rollen, die die Unwahrheit in Sprachspielen spielen kann» is replaced by «die Rollen unwahrer Sätze in Sprachspielen»

<choice type="em"><orig type="em1"><del type="d">die</del> <add rend="i">die</add>
<del type="d">verschiedene</del> Rolle<del type="d"><del type="d_c">n</del></del>,<lb/> <del type="d">die 

die</del>
<choice type="o"><orig type="o1">U</orig><orig type="o2">u</orig></choice>nwahrh<choice type="o"><orig

type="o1">ei</orig><orig type="o2">rer</orig></choice><del type="d">t</del> <add rend="im">Sätze</add> in
Sprachspielen<add rend="el">.</add> <del type="d">spielen<lb/> kann</del></orig> 

  
<orig type="em2"><choice type="dsl"><orig type="alt1">die verschiedene Rolle, die die Unwahrheit in Sprachspielen
spielen kann<corr type="tra">.</corr></orig>

<orig type="alt2">verschiedene Rollen, die die Unwahrheit in Sprachspielen spielen kann<corr
type="tra">.</corr></orig> 

<orig type="alt3">die Rolle, die die Unwahrheit in Sprachspielen spielen kann<corr type="tra">.</corr></orig>
<orig type="alt4">die Rollen unwahr<corr type="npcn">h</corr><corr type="npcn">r</corr>er Sätze in

Sprachspielen.</orig></choice></orig></choice>
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Ms-115,88[3]et89[1]
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