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Abstract 
The Wittgenstein Archives at the University of Bergen (WAB) and the Wren 
Library at Trinity College Cambridge are cooperating on producing a new 
digital facsimile of the Wittgenstein manuscripts and typescripts kept at the 
Wren Library. The facsimiles will be published Open Access on Wittgenstein 
Source (http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/). WAB is also in the process of 
talking to other libraries and archives that hold Wittgenstein Nachlass 
originals, such as the Austrian National Library in Vienna, about inclusion of 
their materials in the new facsimile edition. The project has been planned for 
some considerable time, and is made possible through a partnership between 
Trinity College Cambridge, the University of Bergen and the Stanhill 
Foundation. The presentation will communicate and discuss these and other 
relevant developments in more detail and invite feedback on perspectives 
and proposed scenarios. 
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Plan for the presentation 

• New Nachlass facsimile 
• New Nachlass text editions 
• My questions 
• Your views, questions and comments 
• DISCUSSION !!!!!   
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Some background 
and vocabulary 
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BEE (2000) 
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BEE: Facsimile edition 
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BEE: Facsimile edition 
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BEE: Diplomatic edition 
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BEE: Normalized edition 
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HyperWittgenstein 5000 pages OA 
(2004-) 
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HyperWittgenstein: User defined 
edition 
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HyperWittgenstein: User defined 
edition 
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HyperWittgenstein: User defined 
edition 
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Wittgenstein Source (2009) 
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Wittgenstein Source: BFE 
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Wittgenstein Source: BTE 
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Wittgenstein Source: BFE + BTE 
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LOD! 
E.g., and highly recommended: WiTTFind (http://wittfind.cis.uni-muenchen.de/run_wf.php) 
 
 

http://wittfind.cis.uni-muenchen.de/run_wf.php
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New Digital 
Nachlass Facsimile 
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Existing digital facsimile editions 

• Bergen Electronic Edition facsimile (OUP 2000) 
• Reused in WAB’s «HyperWittgenstein» 

editions (5000 pages, 
http://wab.uib.no/wab_hw.page/, 2004-) 

• Reused in WAB’s Wittgenstein Source «Bergen 
Facsimile Edition» (5000 pages, 
http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/, 2009) 
 

http://wab.uib.no/wab_hw.page/
http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/
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A new and better facsimile 
• Partnership established 2013-14 between:  

– Trinity College Cambridge, Wren Library 
– Wittgenstein Archives at the University of Bergen (WAB) 
– Stanhill foundation 

• Objective: To produce a new digital facsimile (scans) of the 
Wittgenstein Nachlass and to publish it Open Access on the 
Web 

• Work on cooperation and partnerships with other 
institutions that hold Wittgenstein originals is ongoing: 
– Austrian National Library, Vienna 
– Bodleian Library, Oxford 
– Bertrand Russell Archives, Ontario 
– Others 

 
 
 



A. Pichler (WAB), Presentation at 37th 
ILWS, Kirchberg 2014 22 22 22 

Procedure 

• Stanhill foundation 
– Finances the scanning project 

• Trinity College, Wren Library 
– Rescans the entire Wittgenstein Nachlass held at 

Wren Library in the course of 2014-15 

• WAB 
– Postprocesses the scans and publishes them on 

Wittgenstein Source, starting in 2014 
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OA license? 
Creative Commons license framework: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons_license ; 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons_license
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/deed.en
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Basic CC licensing options 
• Attribution?  

– BY: Licensees may copy, distribute, display and perform the work and make 
derivative works based on it – but only if they give the author or licensor the 
credits in the manner specified by these. 

• Non-commercial? 
– NC: Licensees may copy, distribute, display, and perform the work and make 

derivative works based on it only for noncommercial purposes. 
• No Derivative Works? 

– ND: Licensees may copy, distribute, display and perform only verbatim copies 
of the work, not derivative works based on it. 

•Share-alike? 
– SA: Licensees may distribute derivative works only under a license identical to 

the license that governs the original work. 
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New Digital 
Nachlass Edition(s) 
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Existing digital Nachlass editions 

• Bergen Electronic Edition (BEE, OUP 2000) 
– Facsimile, Diplomatic, Normalized 

• Intelex Past Masters edition (based on BEE) 
– Normalized 

• WAB’s «HyperWittgenstein» editions (2004-) 
– Facsimile, Diplomatic, Normalized, User defined, other … 
– XML transcriptions 

• WAB’s editions on Wittgenstein Source (2009) 
– Facsimile, Diplomatic, Normalized 
– NB: Wittgenstein Source is not only for WAB! 
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A new editions’ landscape in the making 

• On Wittgenstein Source 
– New BFE: Facsimile edition (Open Access) 
– New BTE: Diplomatic edition (Open Access) 
– Archival and textgenetic commentary (Open Access) 

• On Oxford Scholarly Editions Online (OSEO) 
– Normalized edition (new Bergen Electronic Edition) 

• On WAB’s HyperWittgenstein site 
– User defined edition (Open Access) 
– XML transcriptions (Open Access) 
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Archival and textgenetic commentary 
on Wittgenstein Source 

• For each Nachlass item, Wittgenstein Source 
shall contain  
– an archival note and  
– a commentary about its text genetic and 

philosophical locus in the Nachlass corpus 

• The archival note and the commentary shall 
be linked with the Wittgenstein Source 
facsimile and diplomatic editions as well as with 
the OUP OSEO normalized edition. 
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Wittgenstein Source (2009) 
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Idea for new Bergen Electronic Edition 

on OSEO 
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Idea for new Bergen Electronic Edition 

on OSEO 
 • Normalized text edition on Oxford Scholarly Editions 

Online (OSEO, 
http://www.oxfordscholarlyeditions.com/), linked with 
– Wittgenstein Source facsimile edition 
–  Wittgenstein Source commentary 
– Other sites 

• The OSEO edition shall present the Nachlass in a stable 
text edition, suited for easy reading, searching and citing. 
– Challenge to balance well between objective of securing text 

stability on the one hand and objective of conveying dynamic 
and open-ended nature of the Nachlass on the other 

• Cf. Schulte’s critical ”synthetic” PI edition vs. BEE and Wiener 
Ausgabe documentary editions 

http://www.oxfordscholarlyeditions.com/
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Summary 
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Summary 
• The Wittgenstein Archives at the University of Bergen 

(WAB) and the Wren Library at Trinity College Cambridge 
are cooperating on producing a new digital facsimile of 
the Wittgenstein manuscripts and typescripts kept at the 
Wren Library. 

• The facsimiles will be published Open Access on 
Wittgenstein Source 
(http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/).  

• WAB is also in the process of talking to other libraries 
and archives that hold Wittgenstein Nachlass originals, 
such as the Austrian National Library in Vienna, about 
inclusion of their materials in the new facsimile edition. 
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Summary 
• WAB is also continuing its cooperation with OUP and works towards 

a new Bergen Electronic Edition (BEE) to be published on OUP’s 
OSEO. The idea is that this edition will not be Open Access 
available, be a strongly normalized text edition, and not include a 
facsimile of the Nachlass. 

• At the same time, WAB continues its efforts to make the Nachlass 
Open Access available on the internet. Currently 5000 pages of the 
Nachlass are published Open Access on HyperWittgenstein and 
Wittgenstein Source in text and facsimile editions. The idea is that 
the entire Nachlass is made available on Wittgenstein Source in 
diplomatic transcription and facsimile editions, and on 
HyperWittgenstein for “Interactive dynamic presentation”. 

• The documentation of the Nachlass will be strengthened and 
Wittgenstein Source will contain archival notes and textgenetic and 
short content descriptions of each of the Nachlass items, equally 
made Open Access available. The new BEE will be linked with both 
the Wittgenstein Source editions and commentaries. 
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