
Preface 

This is the first of two volumes containing the proceedings of the 32nd In-
ternational Wittgenstein Symposium in Kirchberg/Lower Austria, August 
2009. 

The overall topic of this conference, “Language and World”, can be 
seen as central to Wittgenstein’s philosophy. When he was once asked by 
Yorick Smythies what he regarded as the greatest problem in philosophy, 
Wittgenstein’s answer was “Subject and predicate”.  

We have decided to dedicate this first volume solely to Wittgen-
stein’s philosophy. The four sections only provide a very basic structure. 
Several contributions easily fit into more than one section. Some of the 
contributions even might have needed an altogether different heading. The 
chapter “Wittgenstein’s Nachlass” results from a workshop on new aspects 
of Wittgenstein’s published and unpublished writings. 

The editors would like to express their gratitude to all the contribu-
tors and to those who took part in the many and lively discussions during 
the conference. Without them this volume would never have happened.  

We would also like to thank the board of the Austrian Ludwig Witt-
genstein Society and our publisher Dr. Rafael Hüntelmann for supporting 
us all the way through.  

This volume and the conference were sponsored by the Austrian 
Federal Ministry of Science and Research as well by the Government of 
the Province of Lower Austria. We are very grateful for their generous 
funding.  

 
 

Volker A. Munz, Klaus Puhl, Joseph Wang 
 


